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Tondini 25 May 1687.

Clarissime et doctissime domine. Litteras dominationis vestrae accepi et adiunctos caractheres.
quorum explicatio est

qut [che] B currus
ma [ma] 5 equus

Si per tempus licebit, veniam, ut fruar societate prestantissimi viri, cuius bibliotheca fons
est doctringe perennis. et uni quidem illa meritissimo contigit. qui veluti publicam habet.
communemque doctorum omnium. Caeterum. si quid valeam. iubeat. et paratum ad voluntatem.
nutumgue habebit.
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Addictissimus Servus
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! The history of chess, together with short plain and plain instructions, by which any one may

easily play at it without the help of a teacher.
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“It seems to be generally agreed that we derive chess from Asia, and most
writers have supported from Persia; but I cannot give up the claim of the Chinese as
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“It 1s therefore highly probable, that Thibet and Indostan received chess
from the long civilised empire of China rather than from Persia, which it might reach
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7 On the Persian Game of Chess
8 Historical Disquisition on the Game of Chess
® The New Annual Register or General Repository of History, Politics, and Literature, for the Year
1789
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1838 # (E 7F~i8) h* §

(Bl pdmi) BPEFEL A 24— P> Bp 53633 4 Ufl
RS SE RRELG L 1833 Bl P - G g - Fdie
Ef4zhene § « 2%k T E L - 890 7 04 » T 1838 & ik . ﬁcf—’ﬁ
B R 2 & §_Google #7F = e F 2 24 o

YhttE ARl e R®EDT? 4 BF- FE > I
BT E HITFR|A L] 2R F 2 L 2 * 3 “Compiled from valuable
Authorities, not generally accessible” » (§72 % 1 i¥H 2 55> d 5% 5 § h & “r R fE
Mmoo omEERF LEBRED > kA . (unknown, 1838) ) -

® lwp %

5 267 # ¥ 1245 3] Original Papers. The Origin, &c, of Chess.“&1% % >
WA R e

The Chinese call chess ¢ the Game of the
Elephant,” and say that they had it from the
Indians. ‘The Haipiene, or great Chinese
dictionary, under the word Sianghki, says
that this happened in the reign of Vouti,
about the year of Christ 537 ; so that we
may certainly couclude, from authentic and
most undoubted testimonies, that in the
sixth century chess was invented in India.
The elephants, which.hold a place in this
| game, are alzo a proof of its Indian original.
Its progress from Persia into Arabia plainly
appeais from the number of Persian words
used by the Arabiaus, which are never so
used by them except in this game. With
the Arablans it came into Spain ; and it was
brought into Eugland by the French in the
eleventh centary.

9 National Standard of Literature Science 28 267 15 & #HME X F R
EHESEATERI R FRA T FE A & RO R LS
57 o

1860 # =84 - # # £+ Duncan Forbes fvis & ({p

18 The National Standard
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£ ) (The History of Chess) (Forbes, 1860)
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Review #= &

1868 # 11— i‘\:iﬁ—ﬁ] (FFwm) V0 - BT B fos 2 nEil o
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19 The History of Chess
20 The National Quarterly Review
17



FOEFAF M AAAFTFHA R TALY G AE - L RHFIFE G
T A en o X T LT RS 00T A IR A AL 7 iR o B 2 R 2R
AElgE b A R KD o b LIRS A KO F 4 0 a0 foen
Ao R R TR SFarEisH 2 A g de R T R g2 T £ AT
(Sears, 1868, pp. 52-53) -
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(X EATR) B a2 A e # A EE R A M K0 -
AL MARFTEF R M A 53 h ki SR EIHY EFE T g

2l The Chinese Game of Chess as Compared with that Practised by Western Nations.
22 Journal of the North-China Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society
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P FIE PR G BT RSk (ie) hp B X R R iy feR
B & i o zn/\&‘;;}ma: 100 &4 ¢ g perpdd (L@ 11); B> P g
S B (T R AR ) R TS o dp il R3S IE S T
Koo WEE RE R MR ES B 7 (Himly, 1871,p. 108) « ( $7) p 4%
Fo b e R AL FIIRA L BTN S g L A dp i o
WFILEET kil T fitandziR 0 6k E ffod foanfp ik 4
ToHT RS R R AR R LE R AT T LA
MAF|EAp o Skt ptd B B9 i40 7 AT R e R0 BS
WEIAL T N 5 SR AL R AR R R A R Y B s for d
Bvoe e AR (2 #) ¢ %mfw*{mw LR g
<A S HEGP LR COEP F A B R R IER o 1T 22k
}f}'é.ﬁ e < (Himly, 1871, p. 115) 5 <<%rﬂ:;_f%,-fy;2\2:&>> == B
Ao 3 RAER(su) R FRT o) FoRIL Tl (sui) b R ko RALET
I 2 2 oJ
(2B) TFHAR/INEA fF X anFR(zB) v 0 ThF
# J‘UF;{I'_,F/ s PR A o
TEL e e § 2 F 4k fap Adgid (ISH) foF % (Himly,
1871, pp. 112-120) » A %4 Gt cfde i 7 2R T B i3k » (e £ 6 4% g v 40 d £
fiE‘ﬁ“ EAG S ~TH DAL hE R 2T RFLEE G VT
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108 THE OHINESE GAME OF OHESS.

aays this Chow Wu Ti invented referred to the images of the sun,
the moon and the stars, The book hsiang ching must be long
lost, as the Tan Ch'ien Tsung Lu quotes its statement from a novel,
The Tai Ping Yii Lan, written in the tenth century relates the
game story and adds that Wu Ti's game must have been different
from that of its own time.*

The oldest time to which we can trace the existence of a hsiang
ch'i in China is mentioned in the following passage of the Shi wu
chi Yiian ZF ) 8 J& as quoted in the Ko Chi ching yiiant #f Bt

‘E’uﬂg Mén Chow told Ming Ch’ang Chiin: ‘My lord if you be
at leisure, play at elephant chess.)! Query,—was there already
such a thing at the time of the contending realms?”

As Méng Ch'ang Chiin was a famous man at the time of the
lagt Chow emperor Nan and was made a minister in the kingdom
of Ch'i 3%, it is obvious, why the author of the Shi wu chi yiian
draws the conelusion, that, if the above utterance of Yung Min
Chow's was a matter of fact, the elephant chess ought te have
existed already at the time of the ¥ [} {han Kvo or “contending
realms.” Unfortunately we do not know, from whence the passage
was originally queted; and as it could have been possibly quoted
from a novel, it can hardly be taken for a historical proof. Se,
until we can frace it back to a more reliable source, we must be
content with fixing the peried of the invention before the year
100 A.D. on the more conclusive authority of the Shuo Won,
which was published during this year,

|
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THE (HINESE GAME OF CHEQS. 109

- The 8huo Win, to wit, mentions the character 3 eh'i written
with 7K mu “wood” acqording to Kanghsi's dictionary; and itis .
not likely, that the 360 men of the wei ch'i should be peant, 48 .
such a number could hardly have been made of wood without an
unusually large and unwieldy board belonging to it. i

The first historical proof of an elephant chess almost identical
with the game of the present day ooeurs in the following extract frop
Niw Sing Ju's Heian Kuai Lu ¥ P §§ ————, written at the
;:1{1 of the 8th century of our era, as quoted in the Ko Chi Ching

iian : i -

“In the. first year of Pao ¥ing* Tson Shun from Ju Non
heard in the old mansion of the woman L during the night the
sound of the war drum, A man in armour, eovered with a helmet,
reported the words of the general of the golden elephant, that they
were fighting with the T'ien-No thieves. Shun took the candle
and lighted arpund, and after midnight a mouse hole in the wall
on the East side was changed into & ity gate. There were two
armies arranged ip batfle array against each other, The general
came in and said: ‘The sky-horse+ flies aslant over 3. The
chiefs go sideways, attacking all the four cardinal points. The
lnggage carts go straight forward and don't retire. The six men
in armour go in unbroken files, Then the drum is beatem, and
from both hosts a horse comes off aslant 3 feet. The drum is
beaten again, and on both sides a footseldier goes sideways 1 foot.
The drumn is beaten again. The ehariots advence, and instantly
the stones of the epnnon fall down pell-mell” Bo he made & hole
in the East wall, when he found an elephant chess board in an
old grave with chariots and horses arranged.”

Next to this extract from the “Hstian Kuai Lu” the Ko Chi
Ching Yitan gives one from the 5¢ % 4% 5 Chao Wu Chiu Hst,

CERZEEZZABIBYRPBES RS
AHA-—BHFEBXBMAZIEMSE S &L EEF
RENREFAAMEAERMEAE RS
ﬁﬁmmﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁ
FRANAGEEREERUXEE AE
FEAR EAREzazaRanng
BEBTZHEEAFTZ
REZEFGFHLEMBRERAERAR

+ K B so called hecause of its swiftness, as thoogh it flew through the

B 11 FFE &9 52 (D)
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110 THE CHINESE GAME OF (HRSS.

according to which the elephant chess is explained to mean a
mimicry of war,* ag Huang Ti used wild beasts in his warfare,
Chao, the author, by whose name the work is callad, saw people
playing at it, when & boy. Afterwards he tried to make 19 out of
the original 11 lines dividing the board both lengthwise and side-
ways and to augment the original number of 82 men to 98. This
does not seem ever to have come into general use. The next
extract in the Ko chi ching yilan is from the ﬂ}ﬂgﬁﬁﬁ Hu
Ying Lin Pi Ts'ung, and reads, as follows:

“The story of Tsin Shun in the Hsiian Kuai L serves as an
evidence for the sort of elepliant chess in use among the con-
temporaries of the T’ang dynasty., That the horse goes aslant 3
lines, the soldier sideways one line, is just as nowadays. Only, if
the chariot goes straight forward and does not retire, it is like the
soldier now-a-days, and I surmise that the rest does not quite agree.
As for what is said in the Hsil of Chao Jg 5 about the elephant
ehess of the Sung dynasty having got 11 lines lengthwise and
sideways, there being 10 lines lengthwise and 9 sidewsys now is
also a strong difference with that period. Then the Shi Wu Chi
Ytan of the time of the Sung also mentioning the story of Tsin
Shun to prove that it was just lilte the chess in use under the
Sung, shows that the T’ang and the Sung agreed with each other,
and, perhaps that of our own time does not agree with these
exactly.”

As may be inferred from the above extracts, the game was
already like the present one during the T"ang dynasty, excepting
tha boards being two squares’ breadths brouder and one square’s
breadth longer, then, and the chariots not heing allowed to be
moved back, DBut if we are right in drawing inferences from
what is said in Tesn Shun's story, we have no right to do so witl
regard to what it forbears mentioning. 'We may even suppose
that the numbers of the men was greater then than now, because
the number of the lines and the squares was, So, for examp]e,
the Japanese chessgame, which is said to have been brought over

b g A TR BB LB R TR B T A
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ES R E
S FH
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SogESe
Dy NES
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B+EoE
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WD RE
e
U EE L NS
S ENEE
BEIDES
= | Ok
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4| JieR
P b i g
g g ey

Bl 12 FFE #3052 (2)
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1885 &£ e (¢ & £35)

1885 # F.W #%# (F.WHolt) th (? % £58) 3 Sk 2 ki h »
The Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society ¥ 7|#t4F 5 7 F3Z » H_ ¥ pf > Fcd ¢ 5]
;ngﬁ =4 ?\mi—ﬂﬁ’mla “'1—5]1‘]"?‘!’1’};‘.?,\ TE;IJmFJ}i]—’]‘i (HOlt,
1885) -
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Eleo b BZETRAITE AN YUACRIP L A A7 RE3H

xR F A F 2rens 74 (Holt, 1885, pp. 352-354) -
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gy MR (FF) A RO - BUE o B B R e ofif 0 4k
MBI RIS AYHY Fe AP R R L AN > H
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(Holt, 1885, pp. 354-355) -

1T Fl e i g o B - ﬂ&;i&:ﬁ;’f&ﬂ Elv it afi, 29 -
A FIH o HAd A (2356-2258BC) LAk o ok W J¥4 ¢4 “Seang chi
orlvorychess”(‘?\ B %7 s ) SE R EN 0 3 f g F A
TEZ 2P ML T

AR e TRT A sk S g LR S LR A B
g FIRRE L AT o T I BES RO FE AR BT RAERE
TR ARG g o At SR g Vg N m - kBl A h LHESH
B dh Boihernitd 26 40 mzha 4 BBt 5 A A Y pten- B F
= 3—5 AR VR A fppS g [ A R T A G i
AR THINAR LF O ME TN AL A LT el - F Sk
BIEL 7 2R -FRL L TG A DR L (Holt, 1885, pp. 357-
358) o

o
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2 Notes on the Chinese Game of chess
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FE20 f Eehhz (Holt, 1885, p. 358) -

o pMERIOTEEIAZE D (T IRTERD ) M v it (&
% “ B ) Tung chien Kang muh, A General History of China. » 3 % 4 27 ® E&
A (aam 154 &) - F2$ 26 v % (LiuHsien) ¥ » # ¢ 33
W521+Tfﬁﬁté%v?%¢a<+£~ﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ’ﬁﬁv*é
(FipllBxp) 2420 <<*F~;rzi FEY ALBIFTHR R A (Tl E)
B HT A S (RS B8 B ) S o &R
BEE RS RS EEE AR I RRE S 0 f2

MGk FH G2 4 & (ChooHe & * chif 2§52 ) ch (F
B ERP ) feidie 1 SR AT - mE K agen? A adedt o A TR
A7 FAIRE A R e BRI e

(2les ) ™ EHAFRT RBIOEE > A6 ol b ik > 2T
L a s T (RR) i E o H At G A dpe B - RAB Y o B R

Bfp (2A-w2) 2 60 pARLiniE > B RAZH X L > 3 g @

S §p e g% 2343 S R ek 24K (Holt, 1885, p. 359) -

AEERT Rk FH i 2w (YuenTsi) > sl £ T #dk= ) 22— o
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25 Chess for Beginners: And the Beginnings of Chess.
26 Games Ancient and Oriental and How to Play Them
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146 CHINESE CHESS.
Name. Equivalent. | Bign.
#§ | Teiang | General King o]
Mandarin
+ Bsu Officer Guard G
Guard |
|
1
Elephant | Bishop +
1
;4 Ma Horse Knight 2
h: 4 Tche Chariot Castle n]
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1
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] 14 (38,42 S oo ) RS - AR 4 AT - d B F
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CHINESE CHESS, 147
The red pieces have the following distinctions:—

Gov
Bem | (Goneral)

Assistant
, o (Elephant)

Cannon
Pao | (Catapult)

Teu Footsoldier
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Hindu Chaturanga is the oldest game not only of chess but of anything ever shown to
be at all like it, and we have the frank admissions of the Persians as well as the
Chinese that they both received the game from India. (Bird, 1893, p. 3)
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AL /ALY T ABL T A ,Tk{iﬁ‘u it+4 ¢f Haipiene ° “The Chmese, it
says, claim to date back their acquaintance with chess to a very remote period; so with
the best testimonies of that country, which acknowledge its receipt from India in the
sixth century the writer seems to have been quite unacquainted.” (Bird, 1893, p. 11)
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moderate estimates of antiquity by some Sanskrit scholars, the Chaturanga comes
before any of the games mentioned in other countries sometimes called chess, but
which seem to bear no affinity to it. The oldest of these games is one of China, 2300
B.C., attributed to Emperor Yao ...” (Bird, 1893, p. 26)
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27 Chess history and reminiscences
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3 CEFEF 1127 o “Not a particle of evidence has ever yet been adduced by any
other nation of so early a knowledge of a game resembling chess, much less of its
invention, and it is in the highest degree improbable that any such evidence ever will
be forthcoming.” (Bird, 1893, p. 25)
B £ G Aot i s AT s B 0 RURAL ~ I ETE B GETaNs ko

“...with the admissions of the Chinese and the Persians in their best testimonies
to point out and indicate what has been since more fully established by Dr. Hyde, Sir
William Jones, Professor Duncan Forbes and native works, that for the first source of
chess or any game with pieces of distinct and various moves, powers and values we
must look to India and nowhere else, notwithstanding some negative opposition from
those who do not attempt to say where it came from or to contravert the testimony
adduced by Dr. Hyde, Sir William Jones and Professor Duncan Forbes,...” (Bird,
1893, p. 25)
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28 Chess and Playing-cards
2 Chinese Games with Dice and Dominoes
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