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The Indian ancestry of the Chinese game is supported partly by internal
evidence based upon the identity of certain essential features in the two
games,! and partly upon what is known of the indebtedness of China to India
in religion, culture, and, above all, in games.
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The meaning of xiang is more difficult to determine. This word has
several meanings in Chinese. Originally meaning efepkant, it has also the
derived senses of (1) ivory, (2) celestial figure, (3) figure, or image. The
Hang Fei fze (3rd c. B.c.) justifies the last meaning on the ground that it
is possible to represent a living elephant by the ivory of a dead one. Siaug
4t may accordingly mean () the Elephant Game (as Himly advocated),
(4) the Ivory Game (c) the Astronomical Game, or (/) the Figure Game (as

2 »n I 4o

The Chinese name. The Japanese name.

v. d. Linde and Holt advocate). Japanese chess affords no help in deciding
between these, for the Japanese have replaced siang by fseung (general), both
words being pronounced sfo in Japanese, though written with different

ideograms.
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The Wu-tsa-tsu says the tradition that sian-hi was invented by Wu Wang ut
the time of the war of the Chou The chariot was still esteemad
in warfare at the time of the Warring Kingdoms. The ability of the soldiers to
cross the boundary, and to advanece, but not to retreat, signifies that the boat must
be sunk, and the axe broken. Although opportunities and chances are somewhat
restricted in Wei-k'f, there are countless opportuunities for the practice of strategy
in attack, in defence, and in alliance.
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the game of enclosing and the national game of
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The story of Ts#ng-Shun in the Hiian Kwai Lu serves as evidence for the kind
of chess in use among the contemporaries of the T'ang dynasty (618-907). The
Horse went aslant three lines, and the
W{(}_‘ C D Soldier (¢su)'® went one line sidewards,

1 just as they do now, but the Chariot
went straight forwards and could not
retire, which is like the present soldier,
and I conclude that the remaining moves
do not entirely agree. Chao's Sii says
that the chess of the Sung dynasty

db“@'b““#)——(if)——@)——@) (960-1279) had 11 lines lengthways

and sideways. Now there are 10 lines
lengthways and 9 sideways, which again
is very different from that time. The
Shi Wu Ki Yian of the Sung period
quotes the story of Tséng-Shun to show
that the chess there mentioned was
identical with the game of the Sung dynasty, which proves that chess was played in
the same way under the T'angs and the Suugs, whereas our chess probably agrees
with neither.

7 C T [ b

T 1
Himly's Reconstruction of Early Chinese Chess.
R=Ki. Kt=ma. Bs=kin siang. C=p'ao,

Q =tsiang kin or swai, K = shang tsiang, P =kia.

(Murray, 2012, p. 124)



And finally the Ta; Ping Yii Lan, which has been quoted already, says :

In the work Siang-hi-t'w-fu (=method of playing chess with examples) of Ssii-
ma Weéng Kung of the Sung period oceur the figures (siang) of generals (tsiang),
councillors (ahi = litterati, hl:ud_\,guud} foot-soldiers (puw-tsu), chariots (kif), horses
(ma), and eannon (nu p'ac), which are in use at the present time.
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Names of Chesamen | | |
No. . .1 Power of Move. Position. | Faui-
Chiunese | Canton | Mandarin T lati valent.
Ideogram. | dialect. | dialect, | rensiation.

I. PIECES CONFINED TO THE NINE-CASTLE.

1 ﬁ' tedung | tsiang |General ‘ One step vertically | |*1 K
! i |
Ei'ﬁ sut™ shwai |Governor i or horizontally el0

2.3 'j_‘_‘ sz’ shi Counsellor | One step diagonally |d1, f1 l
| l (dio, r10) | { 9
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No Chinese

Names of Chessmen.?

[deogram.

Canton
dialeet.

IL.

Mandarin
dialact.

T'ranslation.
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Power of Move.

Pasition.

PrEcES CONFINED TO THEIR owN HALF or THE BoaRrD,

‘ Equi-
;valent.

*
| M

4

tséung

séung®

siang

wiang

I1L

PIECES FREE

e e

Elephant

Assistant

Diagonally to the
nextpoint butone;
the intervening
point must be un-

J

occupied ®

cl, gl

¢10, g10

s
|

70 MOVE OVER THE WHOLE BoARD.

e

#  FE

kii

pao

ping®

tsut

ma

ping

ts-uh

Horse

Chariot

Cannon or
Catapult

Foot-
soldier

1]

A move compounded
of a step vertically
or horizontally fol-
lowed by a step dia-
gonally; the inter-
vening point must
be unoccupied

Any distance verti-
cally or horizontally

The same ; but it can
only capture if some
other piece (called
the ‘screen’) inter-
venes

One step wvertically

forwards ; when
across the river, one
step vertically for-
wards or laterally.
There is no promo-
tion

b1, hl
(b10, h10)

al, il
(a10, i10)
b8, h3
(b8, h8)

ad, cd, ed,

g4, id
a7, e7, ei,
g7, i7)

{m

10

Cox

02

Tinqua
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Either player can give triple check., Red by Kt Red givea quadruple chock
P or g8, Black by Rf2, by Ref,

Multiple Cheeks in Chiness Chess.

11 T yi A
128 1 ( 11)J
( ) (KY) / ]
(R) ) )
L
)| ]

Takla Makan Desert (Khotan) ] Khotan
[ [ ]

80.5 108.5 89.5 ) 1-2

)

22



21
] -liao ( )
shu-liao ) tsaoliao ( ) )
12  (Murray, 2012, p. 127)
Hsiangchi = chess

t ( ) = take

chih( )=eat take

ta( )=shoot take (said of the cannon )
) =trample on  take (of the horse)

ch ( ) = remove (in literary use)

ta-chiang () =1 hitthe general check

ss -liao ( )=dead mate ( )
shu-liao ( ) =slain  mate

sheng ( =

ying- liao ( ) =won

chieh-ho ( ) = the river
zh n( ) = (Fhuman beings) as used for the chessmeim general.

)
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